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saharalandscapes

the sahara, located in algeria and stretching out into the surrounding countries (see map below), is the
largest desert in the world, about 10 mio square kilometers, and also the hottest one.

the famous/infamous sand dunes are only a third of the saharian landscape, two thirds are either gravel
plains or stone plateaus, including high mountains (tahat: 2916 m). trees are pretty rare.
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the sahara is a very inhospitable area, and except of some oases there are no settlements for hundreds of
kilometers. yet in its own unique way it is also full of beautiful landscapes - thus for some globetrotters, like
me, it was very tempting to go there, and so i did, three times ...

in this booklet a small selection of photographs is presented.

furthermore, the routes used for these voyages, mostly rough ones, and the cars and their equipment are
shown as well.




The highest, and very rough mountains are in the hoggar mountain range, north of tamanrasset. quite a
few of them cannot be reached easily, because there are no settlements, and thus no tracks.

the assekrem mountains, including the highest peak (2916 m), are part of the hoggar area.
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large parts of the sahara, hundreds km, are plain areas covered with stones of about every size and colou




three sahara voyages - overview map
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this map (my old summary one, reprinted) shows the routes of the conducted three sahara travels. the first
and the second one could not be realized as intended because of trouble with the car, marked with [0].
the original plan is shown in the map as dotted line. however, in the third travel all intentions were realized.

this road in algeria looks nice, yet it's long before reaching the sahara - which says gidday with sand dunes!




roads & tracks in the sahara - rough roughh roughhh ...

damaged "sealed" roads are common -- yet the real predicament are of course sand dunes, big and bigger!



sometimes one drives along on a neat sealed road, is not scared by a few little cute sand dunes,
optimistically trusting the well-prepared sahara car and its large tyres - -

and then something really biggg appears at the horizon ... will there be a track around that menace?




sahara oases

there are very many oases in the algerian sahara, established wherever there is a river. some are quite
large, such as djanet, el oued, ghardaia, ouargla, tamanrasset, yet numerous are very small and can only
just support residents.the northern oases are mainly inhabited by tuaregs and various arabs, the southern
ones are often settled by people of african background.

palm trees are the hub of each oasis.







tassili mountains & national park

visiting the tassili n'ajjer mountains - a national park and world heritage site - starts in the town of djanet.
this can not be done privately, one has to book an authorized service. the walk up takes hours and is
demanding; usually the guides use some donkeys to carry people's luggage.

tassili is famous for its stunning landscapes, especially unique rock formations, and even more so for its
prehistoric rock art - thousands of drawings and paintings have been found up there.
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obviously in historic time there were lots of settlements on the plateau, but nowadays no one is living there.

when walking through this large terrain, looking at the large trees and exploring less-visited side areas, one
may even find some antique pieces, as i did - this was long time ago a jar!




sahara plants

of course palm trees yielding dates are the essence of plants in the sahara. yet there are also many flowers
which grow whereever some humidity is at times - quite colourful little plants ...



