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Bernd Rohwrmoawwv
BRIEF MEMO ABOUT MY MUSIC INSTRUMENTS
08-02-2024

I hawe four music instruments. They ave all placed inv my Library,
at ity novtherw side; above the “opewnfire” place.

'l now explainv av bit what they are, or rather, were, whew I stil
was o browe  yet also- naive musicioi.
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MY RECORDER

This I bought 1950 or 1951, inAlendorf/Germany, where my high
school education (Gymnasium) stouted. In Germowny they owe
called “Blockfloete”. According to- my memory it was av “soprano”’
recovder, i light colowr.

I played it withinw my schools music education, and had & wnititl
the yeawr 1955.

Last yeawr, that’'s 2023, I decided to- buy o recovder as similow oy
possible to- the one I had, here inv Melbowrne: This was av Germowv
Moeck Blockfloete; costing me alimost 300 dolUars. It iy made from
Ahornwwood. The sound iy strong.

MY CLARINET

In 1957, thew 17 yeaws old, I made up my mind to- become o
musicionv and to- play - - clarinet! Clarinety are high-tech and
complex instruments, and thus expensive.

Techmically there awe two- main types of clarinet, called “Albert”
and “Boehun”’. Lack of money meant that I had to- buy an oldish
used one: It was o Albert, and fully functional. This happened inv
Bad Oeynhausew inv Germowy. Herve it is:

I had to-work very very hawd to- leawrn to-play it - whichy meant, at
furst I had to-leawrn to- read music notes, urghihiiv ...

I was fortunate to-hawve awnv excellent clowinet teacher, so; lucky me.
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After about ov yeaw, inv 1958, I became the member of aw band. Not
the kind of band yow may expect though - it was the very ovdinary
“Oeynhauser Firebrigade Orchestra”, basically o mawching band.
I stayed to-be av member for five yeaws, until 196 3.

And above , owthe picture of my library, yow see it, the black one;
now about 100 years old - perhaps looking a bit frail, and not
shining silvery anymore - yet still alive/

MY SOPRANO SAXOPHONE

The “Oeynhausen Furebrigade Orchestra?’ played on all sorty of
eventy, including Chwistmas visity of social institutions, and v
case of festivities in towns we had to- mauwch along the maivv street
and, to-pevform on public places:

I felt overdemanded, musically, plus; I feawed that my sound was
not strong enough, ouch! Hard to- believe what I did thew - v
1959 or 1960 I bought a powerful soprano-saxophone! Soow I
becaumes av very happy member of the O.F.O0., and was so- wntith
1963. Whew all that ended, I sold my soprano-saxophone, because
I had trouble to-finance my University study.

To play o soprano-saxobhone properly, especiodly as soloist, s not
av easy task avyway!
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In 2022 I somehow felt o bit sad that there wasnwt any saxophone;
which lety the clawrinet looking kind of lonely. And I flipped out
and bought av wsed yet almost new soprano-saxophone, here in
Melbowrne; technically like the one I had in 1960, just for fun (v
“fun’ whichy cost me 1000 dollaws, the cheapest optionw I had).
Above owthe picture of my library, yow see it, the ‘goldew one/!

MY UKULELE

That's my 4th instrument - certainly av weird, one! I noticed it invov
music shop of Sale/Australiov v 2022. The design appeaweds
completely crooked to- me; for exaumple, the neck iy on the wrong
side of the body! Stiress for the player? Easier to-play whew lying?

I bought it neverthelessy - for just 90 dollars! Because: The
instrument’s body iy created like o humawn face, plus, all the: white
mawkers reflect Light. And it cowv indeed be played.

After bringing this so-very cute ukulele home; I thought I should
learn to- play i, if's reasonably simple, and has only 4, not 6
strings. However, as I hawe to- admit, I did not trust my pertinent
ability. Gosh!

So I decided that it is not awv instirument, it is v “piece of aut”, and
as such deserves av place at the ‘ot walll of my Libvary. There yow
cav see it now, onthe right side.

That's it. I hope yow were anmused, ov a bit puggled; and not bored.

Byel!
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