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INTRODUCTION

alexandria in egypts located at the eastern part of the mediteranean sea,and the
western section of thehuge nile deltain egypt terms, it isather 'young' - - founded in
332 b.c. by alexander the great.t is the second largest city of egypt, and its main
harbour.
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alexandriahas always beemne of the most importantediteraneancities, politically
and culturally.

it was thecapital of ptolemaicand romanand byzantineegypt for almost 1000 years,
until themuslim conquest of egyph 641 a.d.
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in this essayfive topics will be presente: a concisehistory, facets of the current city,
the famoushistoric library, the new library andalexandria'sassumeduture. the focus
will be pictures collected during threasits, 1974, 1979 and 2006.

BRIEF HISTORY

alexandria was founded im 332 b.c. by alexander the great., wasking of macedon
and leader of the"greek league of corintl, duringhis conquestof the achaemenid

empire this was done beside a smaéry old village, called rhakotialexandersoon left
egypt and never returned to his city.




p. 4
after his leaving his governor, cleomenes was responsible for the development of
alexandria. after alexander's death, finallyis geneal ptolemy lagidesbecame the
sovereign of egypt and thereby of alexandria.
probably during the reign optolemy ii philadelphu$2850246 b.c.), the great library of
alexandriawas erected.

this was a very large on#he most synificant library of the ancient world(see special
chapter, further dowp. the library had actually beenpart of a substantial research
institution, named rhouseioni. none of all its buildings hee survived.

there are quite a few images of the historigycplan, based on cleomenes' designs for
alexandria- yet they are not correct in a strict sense because they were created at a
much later time. all show the main harbour, usually called eastern harbousasigeof
the river nile, and the famous lighthse, named pharos.




the pharos of alexandria was one of the "seven wonders of the (antique) world". it was
erected around 280 b.c., and destroyed around 1300 a.d.it is assumed by an
earthquake in crete.

it is not known accurately how it looked, because all we have are descriptions and
portrayals from later periods. the images presented here show a very large building,
which has a lighproviding fire on top. most depictions have the lighthouse linkeddy
dam to the mainland.




estimations are that the pharos was almdsd0 mhigh. unfortunately this monumental
building got seriously harmedby earthquakes between 95@.d. and 1323 a.d, and
eventually wasn abandoned ruinaround 1480 a.d.the renmainingstones were used to
build nearbythe citadel of qaitbay:.

modern research found out that the area where the lighthouse was located, in the
eastern harbour, is now flooded. divers can see historic remnants there. however, there
aren't sufficient finarcial resources for a proper archaeological enterprize.
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the ptolemaic kingdomwvas astrong federation; alexandriabecame the capital cityeven
though hellenisticby nature, the leadersnamed themselves as the successors to the
pharaohs the last rulerwascleopatra vii
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the "power war" within the rome realm, between octavian (later called augustus) and
antony, moved to egypt because antony and cleopatra had become lovers, and they
resided in alexandria. in 30 b.c. octavian won theal battle, and thereby took
possession of alexandria. cleopatra suizided. consequently whole egypt became a
roman province
this ended after emperor diocletian, when the roman empire sphihstantine (emperor
324-337) ruled both the eastern and westa parts of the empirehowever,n 330 he
made byzantiunhis capital after that called consantinople. from then onwardegypt
was governed frorthere, as part of the byzantine empire.

in 312 constantine established christianity as the official religicof the wholeempire

S0 egypt becamelargely a christian countrythis resulted inthe the "coptic orthodox
church of alexandria

their cathedral isthe saint mark's coptic orthodox cathedralwhich is based on a little
church from 310. it was many tisidestroyed yet always rebuilt.

the copts are a special line of christianity, different to the the "(roman) catholic" church,
centered in rome, and theofthodox catholic churcHh, centered in constantinople. copts
are a strong religion in egypt.

the rule of the byzantine empire ended 619, whenalexandriawas brieflyseized by the
sassanid persiansthe crucial change happened 642, when an arabic armee, after a
year-long siege captured alexandria. this was the essential past the muslim conquest

of egypt. the capital was moved to fustat, later cairo.

a lot of mosques were built then, predominantly in cairo, yet at first in alexandria, egypts
capitial for almost 1000 years.
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soon the importance of Eexandria went down, and eventually, around 12@0becane
"number 2" behind cairgyet as the vital harbour it maintained significance.

salah addin (short name: aladin) became, in 1171the first sultan of egypt, andwas
the founder of theayyubid dynasty. his building program focussed more on egypt than
alexandria.

however, about 1480, the circassian mameluke sultan-ashraf gaitbay fortified
alexandria,as part of his coastal defensivalevices against the turks, who were
threatening egypt at that tme. he built thecitadel, after him named "qaitbaygnd
placed a mosque insidet was earnestly maintained for hundreds of years, and is still
there today.
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even if "only second", alexandria nevertheless continued to go welltlypbecause of
its affluent history, partly because of its importance as egypts indispensab&aport.

then, besides main roads, alexandfiaally got railway connections and a tram system,
both still operatingtoday.
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p. 10
a couple of historic photos give an idea how alexandria looked like about a century ago.
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in economic terms, it was of course essential that the harbour facilties were updated
and modernized, especially for large freight ships, and that was indeed done to a
reasonable degree.



so, atter a long history of 2300 years, alexandria seems still set up to master the future

Fort Qaitbey ﬁ e

~ Mediterranean Sea N
_FishMarket . ,% { £ —> H lr
——— Q= " TAgquarium / ort of
’ NE= SN efsllslla Montazah Palace, |
rt & R Abu
~Atta ) [
ANFUSHI
Anfush: Bay @ B
IS S LA\
/S Z 2
f & 5%
& DTN
Ca %
554 Abu Abbas %
% el-Mursi % Eastern
’)o Mosque BN\
63'* Harbour
% Ras el-Tin S B AN
RAS '8\\5‘6 46 %‘0 T\ 4
ELTIN o % "% Hge
% &s'\\(\ % \ qme
~ Shipping % &%, el-Shorbagi %y Midan =t s \ e
g,lﬁ,pma %y 0\‘ ’1;',f que ,d %ﬁg‘gﬁ’ﬁ!{u— =Y g Column | 2 A W
o < o ¢ 2
o ,5 Souk gL S&aﬁ °"ﬂl Ghouﬁa-(om 6 E;ahu % IR wl " { i
Western GUMRUK Midan' LAMANCH[YA S B e o5 g
~—Harbour . el-Nasr dZaQ“\o“ ts' M 58909"9
N o o M'?’a"/.\ S sﬁ’ Cathedrgl ;%,}/ 3
‘> ® @ L ~ Sy aQ! %-nuseumpo/"i"'
» g K<) ‘Al To R - 2
= = 4/;,,, S: Lo gy R0 ke )3
© g & Ty Megdom Qe %
* % ; = Wiy Orap, 5 z 2
s § s o il Ko B
B -y ﬂ‘ g‘? S SIQaMenne @ Nabi Dal\i . ‘\;“«SQ 3 Bo
g_ ‘ @ - it g ! %anch’m Vilia of Birds ‘,‘ &
‘ ‘ & e A e @
4 o @ ; 2 h asrTmm &
o ‘\ @ %:% % \\&““aw’ /é{“ — Station d
=5 ) k2 % o el- Gu ya arram 0

the map of the inner city shows current alexandria. all main buildings, including forts
mosques, churches, synagogues, and the railway sta@wa marked, aswvell as the
bibliotheca alexandrina.

at the end, alexandria's coat of arms is presentedlow.
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EXPLORING THE CITY

well, to explore alexandria is almost a fulltime job, so manifold are the places to inspect.
a sutable concept may be to begin with the oldest features.

building-wise, almost nothing of the ptolemaic empire, which engedb.c.,has survived
- because of many wars, and because of an earthquake after which both royal and civic
sectors sank beneath ta eastern harbour.

however, there are facets from the roman empire. two examglesa large greelstyle
column, called "pompey's pillardpout30 m high, and the noteworthy remains of the
theatre.




another historic monument looks old butt isn't - the "gaitbay" citadel, set up atabout
1480.
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once egypt and thereby alexandria had become muslim, from 641 a.d. onwards, a lot of
mosques were built. the grandest is shown here, ¢henursi abul abbas mosque




impressive churches (based on the christian copt populace) and synagoges can be
seen as well, some oldand some newer than mosques.

in the 19th century, when egypt was to become a british protectorate, alexandria still
prospered. eminent palaces and public buildinggch as bridges are examples.




s




p. 17
however, when walking through alexandria's central areas, one will also notice lots of
building which are not fully taken care oftherefore these show many signs of
eradication- indicating lack of concern or lack of money.
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yet in these streets of a luckier past, one can also see pleasant marks, such as notable
wall paintings on houses.
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p. 19
very impressive is a huge wallpainting on a medical faculty buildirige university.




p. 20
many city sections are plain shopping quarters as about every else in the world,
crowded with advertisements.
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fortunately, beside these (pseudgmodern shops alexandria still has atfitional
markets, well maintained, where one can buy everything from normal necessities to
beautiful art pieces.




of course there are lots and lots of cafes, and beside getting a coffee you can also
smokewaterpipes there (as i did, oh oh).
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finally, one can drive, or better walk, on the "corniche", around the eastern harbour,
seeing the sea on one side and the stately city on the other side.
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THE HISTORIC LIBRARY

as stated earlier probably during the reign ofptolemy ii philadelphug2856246 b.c.),

the "great library of alexandria was erected. it may have been the largest one, and it
certainly wasthe most significantibrary of the ancient world- known by everyoneavho
was looking folknowledge andnsights. the title of one of the very many books about it
says: "centre of learning in the ancient world".

the library has actually beenpart of a substantial alexandrianresearch institution,
named Mmouseiori.



THE LIBRARY
OF ALEXANDRIA
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as nothing is left of the library buildings, historians and artists have tried to envisage
how it was and looked like, based on reports published at a much later time. the most
Imposing est imagyis this one:




p. 24

there were no books at that timethe texts and sometimes pictures were stored on
papyros rolls, called scrolls. a waktablished library would have thousands of them.




the paintingsabove show how artists imagined the spaces of the liraand the many
scientists working thereit is estimated that this enormous library owned at its prime
time at least 400000scrolls and thousands of scholars did their research thetbis
included famous scientists, such as archimedas.a later timewhen the library got
space problemsit opened a satellite collection in theerapeum of alexandria

what was the fate of this magnificent libraryils is a sad tale

the misery began when in 48 b.c. parts of the library wievened byjulius caesaduring
his civil war




