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Voyage to theantique Sanctuary
on the mountainNemrut Dagiin Turkey
Report byBernd Rohrmann February 2016

WHERESTHE NEMRUT DAGANCTUARY?

It is insouth-eastern Turkey. Nemrut Dagi is a mountain of 2150 m helggtocated roughly
in the middle betweerthe cities ofMalatya andDiyarbakir and north of Adiyaman.
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The Nemrut Dagi Sanctuary is not the mksbwn sightseeing venue Turkey the most
popular beinglstanbul and the historic cities at the west coast well as Konya and Kayseri
neverthelessit is presented in almost gllicture maps for travellers, despite of its remote
location.

WHAT IST?

From163 BGo 72 AD'Commagene"” was aimdependentsmall kingdom, located at the
eastern end of the RomaEmpire and west of Armenia and the Parém Empire
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In 62 BC, in the reign tiie fourth king ofCommagengAntiochus | Theos of Commagene,
huge sanctuaryd tomb was builbn the mountainrNemrut Dagi (to be described below).
Though he kingdom existed only f@about 200years as independent countrit still for some
time hadits own coins.

The minorCommagene kingdom was soon forgotten, getfamous sanctuary survived 2000
years.

WHY DID | WANT TO VISIT IT?

In 1977 onmy first voyage to Turkey, | had 7 weeks availadblexplore this large country. |
wanted to visit not only all the "mustee"places, yet also places whiale truly different in
terms of nature or culture, regardles®w far away theyvere. So, once | had read abotlite
very unigueCommageneanctuary, this became a vitarget.

HOW TO GET THERE

At that time, manyemate paits of Turkey did not have sealed roattdurned out that
Malatya was the best starting poirfor gettingfirst someplainroads and then tracki®
reach Nemrut Dagi.
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My car, the very robust Peugedi4-Station did well. Nemrut visitors were pretty rare, and
one needed a decent maphe final track led right to thantique sanctuary.

WHAT IS THEANCTUARYEESIGR

The sanctuary consists ot@mulus of loose stonesabout 50 m high, which is surrounded by
three terraces. These contain sets of large stajoésvhich some are (were) 9 m tall.

It isassumedhat the tumulus was builto coverand hidethe royaltomb of Antiochus |
Theos of Commageng/et a tomb has never been found.

The statuesbeside the kinggresentvarious Greek, Iranian and Armenian gqulsstwo
eagles andwo lions
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The East terracecontainng 9 statuesis the most elaborated an It was obviously the main
area for religiouseremonies. Therare also remains of stone slabs with batief figures

that most likely were part of a friezhowing people from the kingahos hHstory.

The head®f dl statues lie on the ground; they were removed long time agfin some
religious campaign. Most heads are damaged, especially the noses.

Pathways leading up to the sanctuarhere many rituals took place can still be seen today.

PICTURE GALLERY

In the following, a series of pictures of the statues of the gods and divine animals is
presented especially the heads which stand or lie on the ground.




On the way up to the sanctuargpme welcoming greeting scenes can be seen on sculptures



