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WAIIRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRY,
B liiiil it ittt i it iitigily

As you may be aware of, J observe for quite a while how dosgs, and their owners,
behave. Dogs are everywhere - impossible to oVer/ook them. Here are my present
thoughts about dogs and their impact. THis Was originally written 22-05-2016.

And how, 01-12-2020, four years later, ] have hew Knowledse and a revised attitude
regarding dogs - and this I add hereby to my €s53).

PIusS, info bits ¢ pieces £rom 2021 J'Ve how added as wel.

What are the reasons to have a dog ?

QOriginally: To proteCt one's house and oneself ahd to use them when
hunting. Nowadays different reasons dominate, such as, to0 have Ccompany, to
be in line with Cultural conventions, and to have something whiCh Can be
Fully controlled.

Meanwhile social Facets are Vital: [Dogs 3s Crucial dids of blind persons, as
therapy dogs, and mental health benefits oF dogs as mates oF [onely people.
There is 3 less Ffine attribute though whHiCh is obviously a Significant issue in
Australia - dogs are very much a status symbol,

SO they must be [3rge, apbear expensive, and in any Case express wealtph.

The hature of dogs

SCientists assume that the extincCt "Pleistocene WOolF” IS the ancestor of the
dog (38 OF current Wolfes).

DIffFerent to Wolres, dogs have a SOCIal Orientation, and want a 'master..
Dogs are canivores. Strong biting is their core equipment. Dog's aré
fFocussed on smell and taste - that's wWhy they lick all the time, including
humans.

BY hature most dogs are harmless and Friendlly, however, they will bite people
when freeling threatened. This Can be very harmsul.

Do I have links to dogs ?

Yes. 1 never owned a dog myself, Yet some Of mYy relatives did. Plus, when at
high school and then studying at university, my inCome source was t0 Work as
an interviewer for soCial research companies. When 1 had to contact
residents, often g dog bloCked my access to the door so that ] could nhot
reach and interview the relevant person - bad IUCK for me!




And ] remember now that the mill-blus-minifarm, where ] l[ived For some
years afFcter Uorld War 2, had a large and agsressive dosg which blocked the
aceess to the house. Only when he was on a leash could I enter my home.

I also remember that just once in my life I have encountered sled dogs -
which are common in the very north of Europe, Asia and America (h Canada
4 A4/35K3). And then J even participated in 3 sled dog race which J of course
did not win).

Are dog owners happy about having ohe ?

Indeed, most are. It feels good tO dO what everyone does, ahd the power
about dogs pleases mahy (whiCch is much harder to have regarding humans).
Also, for elderly people, espeCially widowed ones, a dog is often a Valuable
company. Furtheron, women may feel Safer Wwith a dog whenh walking
somewnhere alone. Tt is very Common to Stroke ahd fondle dogs and sometimes
even to hug or Kiss them.

which are carried around and placed oh one's khees when Sitting somewhere.

There is a further 'purpose’' 1 hardly dare to mention - some specCial dogs get
trained to intensely |iCk very personal parts Of menh or women.

] hotice that toy doss are becoming more ateendence, and are evep dressed
Carefully - regardless of whether it's aCtually cold or not (ih Melbournhe £rost
never occurs anyway).

Why cah dogs become a huisance ?

Unfortunately for quite some reasons! The main one is that they pee anhd shit
about everywhere. House entrahces or the facCilities in outdoor Cafes are
common areas. Anhd the tree in front Of my house is a favourite place, urghh.



Secondly, some are endlessly barking. These may be little dogs, Creating a
shrill/high sound, who are missing their owner while being hooked up outside
a shop.

When ] walk along a street some dogs bark at me. And a dog (only a heurotiC
one) may bark whenever another dog passes by, day or night. Bad Iuck for me,
such a dog lives in a heighbouring property, being an almost permanhent noise
source.

Last year ] as ked the Yarra City Council whether J Can do anything against a
dog in & hearby house which barks up to 12 hours a day. Result: Nothing. May
be dogs are ‘holy' im Melbourne? §o, what ] do is to play loud music records
/n my house.

TWo Further nuisances I had Forgotten in my Frst essay: Firstly, dogs like to
liCKk people, yet J can't stand this. secondly, many people feed théir dog while
having [unch or dinner. Thus dogs put their head on the table. Sometime
dogs of others did that even with me, or they [icked my icecream - urghbh.

Finally, dogs may attaCk people - see below.

Have dogs injured people ?

Yes. T Khnow about three types of pertinent events.

QOccasionally dogs, when they are hot on |eash, bite pedestrians, Or joggers.
This has never happenhed to0 me becCause 1 always stop ruhhing when a dog is
approaching me. However, my parther got once bitten, and she had to go
GQUICKIY to a doctor, for treatment, and an injection against rabies. (BY the
way, the dog owner didn't Care).

Sometimes dogs ruh onh the road. In ohe Case, two CyClists coming along
Changed direction, t0 aVvoid to CYyCle into these dogs -- ahd were then hit by a
Car anhd got seriously injured.

The by far worst Case is that dogs whiCh are hot controlled by the owners
may attaCk Kids. This happens frequently, sadly sO, ahd every year some Kids
die because Of their injuries. The cause for this are hegligent owners,
especially if the dogs are aggressive ones, such as the pit bulls - - but that
doesn't make it ahy easier for the parents who |oose their Kid!

For a [ong time ] didh't know anything about war dogs (I actually had refused
military service). or dogs have been used for thousands ofF years, by the
ELyptians, Greexrs, Persians, Romans, §1avs, Britons, and so on.



The earliest documented use of dogs in a battle referred to [ydia, ground
600 b.c. Attila the Hun used molosser dogs in his Campaigns.

In the Far East, the Viethamese emperor [e [,o/ raised 8 paCk OF 200
hounds, and war dogs were a/so utifized in the Chinese empires.

Around 1500, the Spahish Conguistadors used Various Strons dogs a£a/nst

the native Americans in middle and south 4America. The most Ccruéel Spanish
explorer was Vasco Nunez de Balboa (1475 — 1519), Who regularly used dogs to
torture and Kill aborigines.

SO, War dogs were used to SatisFy the sadism of Spanish officers - horrible!

What are fmy personal Conclusions?

1 cah hot change the behavior of dogs, hor the attitudes Of their owners. As
most people are loving dogs, 1 have to aCCept how things are.

However, 1 reduce sitting outside in Cafes or bistros, because there are the
dogs. And T will hot accept dogs in my house or Sarden.

The very frequent noisy barking of a dog in my neighbourhood Canh mostly be
compensated by playing music.

rRecently J considered what J should do if getting gtetacked by o dos. [arge
dogs will try to bite into my neck (3@ habit shared with wolves). J reckon all ]
Cah do is to stand upright, |00King at the dog, and try to [8ah 383/nst a8 Wall.




Meapwhile J got inrormed that this is wrong - J sHall hot [0OK into the dog's
eyes, rather elsewhere, ahd on the Floor.

The owner OfF the dog may try to Stop the dog's IttaCk, yet that's hot overly
lIkely. HoweVer, J Cah hope fFor other people hearby to Contact policée
immediately.

Finally, in case you think my thousnts are heurotic - in £aCt every year up to
200 000 people in Australia heed medical treatment aFter dog bites...
Injuries caused by dogs

There are two types. Firstly, dogs sometimes bite people, usually in the (esSs.
sadly so, they occasionally Kill little Kids .

NO difFerence between [ittle and [arge dogs - both have very sharp teeth, and
the Same asressiveness iF they Fip out.

secondly, they can inauce ilinesses. These are:

<> Tetanus Occurrence: rare, Can have serious impacts
<> Rabies Qccurrence: rare, Very dangerous, at [east in A4S8ia
<> Cappocytophagda canimorsus QOCCurrence: very rare, yet often deadyy.

These diseases get distributed by bites of dogs, or by the dog [ICKing wounds
OF humans, this enables the infection.

Medical treatment: Due as s00h 38 possible (even ih Cases Of [ow SUSpicion).
NMost GP'S will know what to do.

Thirdly, dogs may trigger allersies, and can inaduce asthma. This is refevant
FOr people with pertinent health trouble.



TO sum up - in mMost contexts dogs are |ovable anhd beloved animals, plus, dogs
are part of the Melbourne culture - hO way to Chanhge this.

Nevertheless, dogs must be onh a leash (this is a legal presCription), and
Caution is indicated.

In any case, I heed tO use my profounhd knowledge to avoid dog hazards. This
includes to gvoid dogs, especially if they are hot |eashed,
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